
[1]

HOOPERS
December 2011 Serving In Denver

Open Door Fellowship
PO Box 18018
Denver, CO 80218
(303) 830 - 2201

Chris and Holly Hooper
2645 Locust Street
Denver, CO 80207
(303) 250 - 1058
xchristopher@mail.com

A HUMBLE DAY - SEEING THE STRENGTH OF THE POOR
This Sunday I had several experiences that impressed me with the strength and grace of some of the 
economically poor members of our congregation.  Here are just three of those experiences:

Have you been late to an important meeting recently?  I 

knew I was late, and I had no way to contact John.  His 

apartment was still Þve minutes away, and I knew heÕd be 

outside in the cold, waiting for his ride to church.  Ten 

minutes late, I parked as close to the curb as I possibly 

could.  I bolted to the glass door, only to see JohnÕs back as 

he inched onto an open elevator.  I pounded frantically and 

thankfully got his attention.  He was gracious about my 

delay as he struggled to pull his body into my vehicle and 

was glad he wasnÕt going to have miss church again due to 

the weather.  The short three blocks is too far for him to 

walk with his severe physical disability even in the summer, 

and his automatic chair is no match for the accumulated ice 

and snow.  John is an inspiration to me with his positive 

attitude and the strength of his spirit.  On the drive back to 

his apartment, he shared a bit of his strength with me.  He 

said, ÒI love this church.  I was reminded that I need to 

focus on Jesus and not 

become upset by those who 

are discouraging or 

antagonizing me.Ó His 

apartment complex is more of 

an assisted-care facility with 

many people having serious 

physical and mental needs.  

John is a leader in his 

community and has brought 

his positive overcoming attitude 

to our church.  He sings a solo every other month in our 

share Sunday services.  I wish you all could witness it Þrst 

hand.  

As I was walking through the parking lot on Sunday I 

saw Al with a trash bag slung over his shoulder.  Before I 

Þnished my wave, he changed direction, and met me along 

Our November 
break included a 

visit to the beach! It 
was great to see the 

ocean.
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my path.  ÒKnow what these are?Ó Al 

asked in his trademark nearly cartoon, 

sounding voice.  ÒNope.  WhatÕs in the 

bag Al?Ó I teased, knowing he had 

brought more crushed cans to support 

our youth programs at Open Door.  AlÕs 

mental illness means that he lives as 

one of our poorest housed congregation 

members.  He struggles with personal 

hygiene and everyday tasks like 

nourishment and socialization.  But Al 

has been shoveling snow for the mental 

health resource center nearby in 

exchange for their aluminum cans.  With 

his characteristic squinting smile, as 

though looking to the sky, he declares 

with his voice cracking, ÒI smashed 

these all myself.Ó  IÕm so thankful for 

AlÕs example of generosity and service.  

ÒThanks Al for all you do.Ó I say.  ÒYour 

welcome.Ó He barks out as his bushy, 

unkept white hair swishes back toward 

the church building. 

Sunday afternoon I typed a letter 

describing another kind of strength. As 

clearly as possible, I detailed what 

MistiÕs seizures look like to those of us 

who have witnessed them.  She is going 

to be seen by a new specialist who 

uses an experimental treatment for her 

unusual episodes.  Since IÕve been with 

Misti through dozens of these over the 

last ten years, she asked if I 

could write a letter to 

describe them for her.  

Excited for any new 

possible hope for Misti to 

Þnd relief from these 

uncontrolled events, I typed 

two detailed pages.  As I 

wrote, Ò...in a squatting 

position in the corner she 

will be saying things about 

the noises, about being in 

danger, and about children being hurt or 

needing protection,Ó I thought of her 

courageous faith that has endured 

decades of mental illness, and yet she 

faithfully teaches ChildrenÕs Sunday 

School every week.  One Sunday our 

family visited a very large and terriÞc 

church in the suburbs of Denver.  When 

I asked Miles how the childrenÕs 

program went, I braced to hear how 

fantastic it was in contrast to our 

churchÕs humble childrenÕs programs. 

Instead, he blurted out, ÒTerrible! I miss 

Miss Misti!Ó.  I guess MistiÕs tender love 

for our kids and excellent ßannel-graph 

skills make a big impact on 5-year-olds. 

As I delivered the letter to Misti Sunday 

evening, I told her I was proud of her for 

being willing to try out this new 

treatment.  I told her if she needed 

anyone to go with her to an 

appointment, weÕd have someone to 

join her.  While she would appear frail at 

any chance encounter, I can tell you of 

an inner strength that inspires me 

toward perseverance and faithfulness in 

the face of any small struggle I might 

face. 

Thank you for your support for our 

ministry.  ItÕs an honor to serve with 

such strong friends like John, Al and 

Misti.

A BRIEF BREAK

An Amazing Vacation Scheme 
Would it surprise you if I 
told you my wife is a 
black-belt vacation 
planner? We had a great 
time visiting California to 
experience Lego Land and 
Sea World. Holly found that 
the off-season and 
Thanksgiving holiday time 
are a great time to do a 
little family vacation.   
If you want some ideas, 
she’d be happy to share her 
expertise. No lines and 
discounted prices make 
those parks really 
enjoyable.

Burritos for 
Thanksgiving 

meal? Yes, 
please!
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LIKE TO JOIN?
It takes a team 
passionate about 
serving the poor of 
our cities. We need 
prayer, financial 
support, and tangible 
acts of service to 
make this ministry 
possible. 

HOW CAN I GIVE?
Financial gifts can be 
give online at:
https://
app.etapestry.com/
hosted/
OpenDoorMinistries/
OnlineGiving.html
Put my name inthe 
comments section.

DONATIONS BY MAIL:
Mail donations to
Open Door Fellowship
PO Box 18018
Denver, CO 80218

Include a note with my 
name and any prayer 
requests I can be 
praying for.

Exploring a polar 
bear cave. What just 

growled?
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